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How to Measure a Case Opening 
You may sometimes need to measure the screen opening to determine which iPad case you have, or you 
may need to take a measurement when the case can’t be measured by the keyguard manufacturer – like 
when making a keyguard for a case that is no longer available. 

What measurement are we looking for? 

It's the measurement of the height and width of the opening that reveals the iPad screen. 

Ignore any bumps or notches surrounding the home button, cameras, etc. What we want is the dimensions 
without consideration of any such features. 

For example, on a typical foam case you'd measure like this, avoiding the notch for the home button: 
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For a case with a removable screen protector like this one, or any case with a plain, rectangular opening, 
simply measure to the inner edges of the frame: 

 

For a typical rigid case, you'd measure the inside of the frame, as usual ignoring any notches or bulges. 
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Note on the left that we've avoided the big bulge at the bottom, and on the right we've avoided the notch 
at the bottom around the home key and the bump around the camera opening on top: 

 

 

 

Following is a list of measurement methods you can use, in order of preference. 

1. Use a caliper. 
 
Use the two points that are made for an inside measurement (the angled edges are inside the 
opening). 
 
Measure to the nearest .001 inch or .1 mm.  If you don't know how to read a caliper, lock it in 
place and take a picture of the measurement. 
 
Send both pictures to us at the email below. 
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2. Trace the opening. 
 
This method cannot be used if there is a clear screen protector attached to the case. 
 
It works if you've removed the clear piece, or if there is a screen protector attached to the screen 
glass. 
 
Cut a piece of paper or card stock (preferred) slightly bigger than the opening. Tape it to the front 
of the iPad and put the iPad back in the case.; Trace the opening with a very sharp pencil.; 
Remove the card stock and measure the tracing.; Send Communicate AT the measurements, 
along with a picture of the tracing if it would be helpful. 
 
If you're uncomfortable taking the measurements, you can mail the tracing to us at 
support@communicateAT.com.au 
 
 

3. Use a ruler. 
 
This is the least reliable method, especially on cases with a thicker screen bezel that results in a 
"deep" opening. 
 
Place the 1 cm (or the 1 inch) mark over one edge of the opening and take a measurement on the 
other edge. 
 
Don't forget to subtract the 1! Be sure you're looking directly down onto the mark at each end to 
avoid parallel error. If you look at an angle, you won't get the correct measurement. 
 
If you're using this method to take pictures for us, take one picture to show the ruler measuring 
the width of the opening, then a closeup of each end, taken directly above that end. Repeat for 
the height. 
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